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THE WORD OF GOD 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 87     -     Hark the Herald Angels Sing   

1.  Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 

REFRAIN: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 

 
 

 

2.  Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail the incarnate Deity. 

Pleased as man with us to dwell; 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
 

3. Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

Risen with healing in his wings, 

light and life to all he brings, 

hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

 

WELCOME AND ACCLAMATION                       BCP 355 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAISE HYMN 79     -     O Little Town of Bethlehem  (omit * verse)        

1.   O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2.   For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth! 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth. 
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3.   How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

5.   O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE LORD 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 

have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 

and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE LESSONS   

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH                                                                Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

     authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

         for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

     from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM                                                                                    Psalm 96   

Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

 

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO TITUS                                                         Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait 

for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it 

is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 

own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 109     -     The First Nowell (verses 1-4)                
         

1.  The first Nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

REFRAIN: 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

3. And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 

 

 

                                                             

THE GOSPEL                                                                 Luke 2:1-20              

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                                

   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

     “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

            and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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SERMON     -     Fr. Ralph 

 

THE NICENE CREED                     

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   

   Through him all things were made.  

   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                              Form III, BCP 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 That your name may be glorified by all peoples. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, 

Héctor, and Brian, our Bishops; Ralph, our Priest; and Nancy, our Deacon.  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
 That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
 That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest;  
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
(You may offer prayers either silently or aloud) 

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE OFFERTORY     -     Joseph’s Lullaby                               

1.  Go to sleep my son,  

this manger for Your bed.  

You have a long road before You;  

rest Your little head.  

Can You feel the weight of Your glory?  

Do You understand the price?  

Or does the Father guard Your heart for now  

so You can sleep tonight?  
 

2.  Go to sleep my son,  

go and chase Your dreams.  

This world can wait for one more moment;  

go and sleep in peace.  

I believe the glory of Heaven  

is lying in my arms tonight.  

Lord, I ask that He for just this moment  

simply be my child.  

ENDING: 

Go to sleep my son.  

Baby, close Your eyes.  

Soon enough You'll save the day;  

but for now, dear child of mine,  

oh my Jesus sleep tight. 

    

THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP 361  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy 

Spirit came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them 

into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church 

the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



9 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, of power and might  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory (repeat) 

Hosanna in the highest,  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord (repeat) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, of power and might;   

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

 

 
COMMUNION SONG 1     -     Away in a Manger  

1.  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked  

down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 83     -     O come, all ye faithful (verses 1-3, 6)  

1.   O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come, and behold him, 

born the King of angels; 
 

2.   God from God, 

Light from Light eternal, 

lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

only-begotten Son of God the Father; 
 

3.   Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God, 

glory in the highest; 

CHORUS:  

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

6.   Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing; 

  

Gluten Free hosts are available for communion. 

Please make yourself known to the priest at the altar rail. 
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COMMUNION SONG 3     -     O Holy Night  

1.  O holy night, the stars are brightly shining. 

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 

CHORUS: 

Fall on your knees 

O hear the angel voices 

O night divine 

O night when Christ was born. 
 

2. Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 

with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 

here came the wise men from Orient land. 

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 

in all our trials born to be our friend. 

3. Truly He taught us to love one another. 

His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break for the slave  

is our brother, and in His name  

all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise  

We let all within us praise His holy name. 
 

ENDING: 

O night divine 

O night O night divine 

O night when Christ was born. 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN 111   -     Silent Night  

1.  Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.  Silent night, holy night, 

shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3.  Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  (these words may differ from time 

to time) 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 100     -     Joy to the world  (omit * verse)      

1.   Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2.   Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

let us our songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

4.   He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, and wonders of his love. 

                   

THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. (these words may differ from time to time) 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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